
410 Part IV  •  Corrections

Local Corrections

In addition to federal and state corrections, there are also local-level 
correctional facilities. Most of the county-level corrections systems are 

WA

OR

CA

NV

ID

MT

WY

UT
CO KS

OK

MO

AR

LA

MS AL GA

FL

TN
KY

VA MD
DC

DEWV

NC

SC

TX

AK

HI

NM
AZ

NE IA

SD

ND

MN
WI

MI

IL IN OH
PA

NJ

NY

ME

MA

CT

VT

NH

RI

1,100–1,420
900–1,099
700–899
500–699
350–499

Incarceration Rate by StateFIGURE 12.7

  
ETHICAL DECISION MAKING

PRIVATE PRISONS

Roberto Damien was appointed judge after a successful 
career as a prosecutor. After a few months on the bench, 
he went fishing with Bill Jameson, a former college 
roommate. Jameson is the CEO of a private prison 
company that houses prisoners for the state.

“How is business?” Damien asks Jameson.

“Why don’t you tell me?” Jameson quips back.

“Well it seems to me like we are sending fewer people to 
prison,” Damien remarks. “I don’t know if demographic 
changes have made this happen, or if evidence-based 
practices are paying off, but I have seen a difference.”

Hinting that he wants the judge to sentence more 
offenders to prison, Jameson responds, “When you 
needed campaign money for your prosecutor elections, 
you remember that I was your biggest contributor, right?”

“What are you getting at?” asks Damien.

YOU DECIDE

1.	 Should the judge continue in this conversation? Why 
or why not?

2.	 What factors influence judges’ sentencing decisions?


